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NOTES 3 


The figures shown in this publication have been taken from publications issued by the 
Commonwealth Statistician, Canberra, which give particulars for each of the Australian States. 
Figures for the period from June 1966 to June 1971 appear in Employed Wage and Salary Earners: 
June 1966 to June 1969 and July 1969 to June 1971, and those for later months in the monthly 
release Employment and Unemployment. 

The particulars contained in the tables, except those in Table 4 relating to govern- 
ment employees, are based on data derived from the Population Census of 30 June 1966. The 
statistics shown for June 1966 are referred to as 'benchmarks'., For subsequent periods the 
figures shown are estimates designed to measure month-to-month changes in the sector of 
employment to which the benchmarks relate. These estimates are not comparable with those of 
eavlier periods, for two reasons: (a) the adoption of a new definition of the labour force 
in the 1966 Population Census (from which the benchmarks for the current series were derived) 
and (b) the inclusion of full-blood Aborigines. The new definition resulted in the inclusion 
of a considerable number of part-time employees (mostly females) who had previously been 
excluded. These factors have affected the series for both private and government employment. 


Between population censuses the employment data are obtained from three main sources: 
(i) current pay-roll tax returns, which are lodged by all employers paying more than $400 per 
week in wages, other than those specifically exempted under the Commonwealth and State Pay- 
roll Tax Acts of 1971; (ii) current returns from government bodies; and (iii) some other 
current returns of employment (e.g. for hospitals). The balance, i.e. unrecorded private 
employment, is estimated. , 


The figures relate only to civilian wage and salary earners, not to the total labour 
force. They therefore exclude employers, self-employed persons, unpaid helpers, and members 
of the defence forces. Employees in agriculture and in private domestic service are not 
included in the estimates because the available data are inadequate. 


The benchmark figures were derived from particulars recorded for individuals on 
population census schedules, while the estimated monthly changes are derived mainly from 
reports supplied by employers, relating to enterprises or establishments. Because the two 
sources differ in some cases in the reporting of industry, the industry dissection of the 
census totals has been adjusted to conform as closely as possible to an establishment report- 
ing basis. The industry classification used in preparing the estimates is that of the Popula- 
tion Census of 30 June 1966, 


Current data supplied by reporting enterprises or establishments generally refer to 
persons on the pay-roll for the last pay-period in each month. Persons who are on paid leave 
or who work during part of the pay-period and are unemployed or on strike during the rest of 
the period are generally counted as employed. Those not shown on employers' pay-rolls because 
they are on leave without pay, on strike or stood down for the entire period are excluded. 


Particulars of employment obtained from other collections, such as the annual manu- 
facturing census and periodic censuses and sample surveys of retail establishments, are used 
to check and, where desirable, to revise estimates in relevant sections. For this reason some 
of the figures in the following tables are subject to revision as the results of later censuses 
and surveys become available. 


Employees of government and semi-government authorities are included in the figures 
shown in Tables 1-3. Estimates of the numbers employed by the Commonwealth, State, and local 
government authorities are available separately and are published in Table 4, 


In due course employment estimates for periods prior to the Census of June 1966 will 
be revised, but on a basis comparable with that of the 1961 Census benchmarks, the information 
needed to revise these benchmarks on the 1966 Census basis not being available. 


At the 1971 Population Census, trainee teachers were, for the first time, classified 
as not in the labour force. From July 1971 onwards they have been excluded from estimates of 
employed wage and salary earners, and in consequence, there is a break in the series between 
June and July 1971. The approximate numbers excluded from the estimates for July 1971 were 
400 males and 1,500 females. 


Rounding of Figures. All estimates have been rounded to thousands (correct to the first place 
of decimals) without making those adjustments which would be needed to make the rounded 
figures add to the rounded total. It is for this reason that figures do not always add to the 
totals shown in the tables. 
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(a) From July 1971, excludes trainee teachers. See paragraph 10 on page 3. 
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NOTE. The numbers shown are included in the figures contained in Tables 1-3 
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1970 - Jan. 14,0 4.5 18.5 6 5.7 0.9 6.6 
Feb. 14.1 4.6 LSe7 .0 5.6 1.0 6.6 
Mar. 14,1 4.6 18.7 mal D7. aeRO) 6.7 
Apr. 14.2 4.7 18.9 pat Diet 1.10 Great 
May 14.2 4.7 #89 0) 5.7 1.0 6.7 
June 14.3 4.7 19.0 aul Diet AO 6.7 
July 14,2 4.8 19)..0 .3 LGU 1,0 Grad, 
Aug. 14.3 4.8 19.0 .3 5.7 1,0 6a? 
Sept. 14.2 4.8 119),,0 .o Slows 1.0 Grit 
Oct. 14.2 4.8 18.9 .6 5.6 1.0 6.6 
Nov. 14.1 4.8 LS.9 20 5.8 1.0 6.8 
Dec. L573 4.8 20.1 30 Dah 1,0 6.8 
1971 - Jan. 14.4 4.9 19.3 eal 5.8 10 6.8 
Feb. 14.5 5.0 19.5 ot 5.7 1.0 6.8 
Mar. 14.5 5.0 1936 a 5.7 1.0 6.8 
Apr. 14.6 5.0 19.6 8 Bet AO God 
May 14.6 5.0 19.6 .8 yon E50 6.7 
June 14.7 eae I doth Bit 5.6 0 6.7 
July 14.7 oye El 19.8 3 5.6 10 6ne 
Aug. 14.7 Diol 19.8 2 5.6 1.0 6.6 
Sept. 14.7 syn 1979 -5 5.6 10 6.6 
Oct? 14.6 OrecL. 19.8 6 5.6 We Gint, 
Nov. 14.7 Sed: 19.8 oll Dat de 6.8 
Dec. 15.5 5. 20.7 Ae) 5.8 Deal. 6.9 
1972 - Jan. 14.9 Set 20.0 6 5.9 ibs 7.0 
Feb. 14.9 5.2 20.1 ok 6.1 Lod 7.2 
Mar. 14.9 5.2 20.1 .5 6.4 el 7.5 
Apr. 14.9 5.2 20.1 ai 6.6 Abra 0 
May 15.0 5.2 20.2 6 6.5 Dealt 7.6 
June 15.0 5.3 20.3 oul: 6.5 Ved (65) 
July 15.0 5.4 20.4 8 6.5] 1.1 Lip) 
Aug. 15.0 5.4 20.5 79 6.6 Alea CA 
Sept. 15.2 5.4 20.6 .8 face! el 8.2 
Oct. 15.2 5.4 20.5 me) a) legal Sick 
Nov. 15.2 5.4 20.6 0 7.0 4 8.2 
Dec. 15.9 5.5 21.4 29 (i00) 12 8.2 
1973 - Jan. 15.4 5.5 20.9 0) 6.8 da"4 8.0 
Feb. 15.5 5.5 21.0 6 ORs, 1.2 eek) 
Mar. 15.5 5.6 PAG k 8 6.8 ae 1.9 
Apr. 15.5 5.6 2u el 0 6.8 aleal 7.9 
May 15.5 5.6 21.2 al 6.8 abe al Wed 
June 15.5 Diet 21.2 2 6.7 1.2 7.8 


(a) Includes employees of government bodies (Commonwealth, State, local and semi-government ) 
on services such as railways, road and air transport, shipping, banks, post office, education, 
broadcasting, television, police, public works, factories, hospitals and institutions, as 
well as administrative employees. (b) Includes employees of semi-government authorities. 

(c) Excludes a small number of employees engaged in agriculture. (d) From July 1971, ex- 
cludes trainee teachers. See paragraph 10 on page 3. 


